Different
Strokes

Two families who faced a common
kitchen problem took different paths
to get what they wanted
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ORE THAN A FEW OF US LIVE WITH YESTERYEAR'S KITCHENS:

strictly utilitarian chambers, dedicated to preparing and
storing food—and not much else. Such designs were fine for
their time, but lifestyles have loosened up considerably in
recent years. These days, kitchens need to be more than simply places to
cook. They need to be flexible and sociable, able to accommodate the over-
lapping activities of cooking, gathering and dining. The two families featured
here wanted just this kind of kitchen.

Brad and Katy Polvorosa poured a lot of sweat equity into reconfiguring
their 1928 Spanish bungalow in Northern California. Brad, who does some
interior-design work, drew the plans and the couple acted as their own
general contractor. Michele and Willis Flood took a wholly different approach.
They enlisted kitchen designer Helena Steele, of Campbell, California, who,
working from architect’s plans, oversaw the remodel at their Los Gatos,
California, home. Here’s a side-by-side look at how these families updated
their kitchens, from the big picture to the smallest details. (continued)
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DESIGN NOTES

The Floods enjoy preparing
meals with lots of friends
around, so a central island
with cooktop made sense.
The sweeping range hood
was a big influence on other
elements of the kitchen—
the shape of the island, the
arcing cabinet hardware and
the curving installation of
pendant lights all reflect its
contoured form.

NEAT IDEA what looks

like an appliance garage is
also a recharging sta-
tion. This special cup-
board, outfitted with
three duplex outlets,
neatly collects the
small electronic forest
of portable phones
and other electronic
accessories.
(continued on page 33)







